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Abstract 
 
There are about 4,000 Sakhalin returnees living as recipients of livelihood program currently in the year 2015 in South Korea, 
and they are all first or second generation of Sakhalin returnees born before August 15. 1945, who have experienced the 
deportation by Japan. Most of them chose permanent return to Korea even having gone through pains of separated families two 
or three times. The purpose of this research is to explore the social context in that era, record their experiences and find meaning 
of them through the life of individuals. To achieve this goal, the perception of lifetime process revealed from four times in-depth 
interview from September to December 2014 targeting Dong-Sik Shin, second generation of Sakhalin returnee. This study 
included the understanding of life of Mr. Shin and restructuring the meaning of his life. Biographical research method is useful 
measure to understand how the specific choices of the elderly had made and their behaviours affected the interpretation of present 
quality of life and life itself. According to the results, Mr. Shin has experienced three times of family separation. He had moved 
to Japan with his deceased father and lived with “hidden identity of Korean.” After that he had moved to Sakhalin and lived with 
“sorrow of darkness”, “the lives of Koreans abandoned to the field”, “desire of Salvation through education”, and “the lamb to 
miss home.” Sakhalin was also home of the heart. It has proven that the reason of his permanent return to South Korea is to make 
his offspring move to South Korea having stable life rather than his longing for home country. Especially he is taking a role of 
soothing the soul of the offspring who are not able to see the last day of their parents on this earth not being able to leave a will. It 
has been proven through biographical research method that Mr. Shin's turning point experiences are still affecting his quality of 
life as an ongoing process. This research has significance in that this suggested the usefulness of biological research and 
necessity of in-depth approach toward a quality of life in terms of the elderly's whole lifetime.  
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1. Introduction 
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The number of current Koreans living in Sakhalin who were forced to move by the Japanese is about 43,000. 
Having moved by large and complex international political force, they could not come back to Korea after liberation 
and still are remaining in Sakhalin. Koreans living there consider themselves not as Goryeo people and first 
generation wants to return to Korea as well as second and third generation(Lee, 2011). The Korean society of 
Sakhalin has continued the tradition of South Korea and valued relative relationship, and they do not insist on 
Koreans as their partner when they get married. 
Currently in 2015, more than 4,000 people from first generation of Sakhalin Koreans have returned to Korea 
who are the first generation and are leading their lives under the poor condition. They who were born before August 
1945 all have suffered the pain of family separation forced by the Japanese and they are taking a role of bridge 
which connects between Korea and Sakhalin. They are all now sick in old age, in the midst of harsh environments. 
This was because establishing diaspora policies was difficult under the confrontation situation against North Korea 
during the Cold War. After the end of the Cold War, with diplomatic and political reasons, it could not start. As a 
result, unbalanced diaspora policy could not hold the whole diaspora and they are recognized as substitute of 
temporary labour for excluded other places such china in the process of implementing partial policies 
 
 
2. The perspective of the life course 
 
This study applied life course perspective as a theological framework and biographical research to have profound 
understanding of process of permanent return to Korea and life path and Shin Dong-Sik's experience in the mist of 
historical event, the deportation to Sakhalin. Life history research method is a useful way to understand whether and 
how specific choice and actions in the past reflect the analysis of the quality of current life lives of the elderly(Frank 
& Vanderburgh, 1980). Beyond the chronological way, Mandelbaum(1973) suggested to research according to three 
categories: dimensions, the turning point, adaptation. He will be providing the scope for understanding the main 
driving force affecting life. Also, the concept of turning point will be providing as an indicator defining life-
changing personal experience as a major factor. Furthermore, the analysis focused on personal adaptation will be a 
useful tool in two aspects: 'changes' that a person led and experience, and 'continuity' that exist over the life 
time(Morin, 1982). 
 
 
3.  Methodology and Study Context 
 
This study has introduced the life course perspective based on the 4 times in-depth interview from September to 
December 2014 targeting Shin, Dong-Sik who has returned to Korea permanently. After that, the understanding and 
its meanings has been reconstructed. Each interview took from one hour and half up to 2 two hours and it was 
conducted after they are informed with the research, filled in the consent paper and was explained fully that they 
were allowed to quit the process. All interviews were all recorded and coded. The Sakhalin Compatriot Centre was 
used as the interview place concerning the participation's trait. Interview questions were approached to 
conceptualize this process as individual time, family time and historical time of the dynamic interaction of the 
different dimensions of time focusing on Japan, Sakhalin and Korea. The process is structured and socially divided 
depending on migration period.  
Individual time refers to chronological index which indicate the progress of the individual stage in life and family 
time refers to the combination form of the family situation and the role that reflects the family's resources and needs. 
Historical time refers to historic position at the time of the individual experience a certain role transition and it is 
indicator of economic, demographic and social situations(Strauss & Corbin, 1990).   
 
 
4.  Findings  
  
The results indicated that Mr. Shin has experienced total three times of family separation in pain as he moved to 
Sakhalin after he moved to Japan following his parents and again he returned to Korea. The first time migration 
moving to Japan was meant by “hidden identity.” Next, migration to Sakhalin was interpreted as “sorrow of 
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alertness”, “the lives of Koreans abandoned the field”, “Salvation through education”, and “Lamb to miss home”. 
Lastly, returning to Korea resulted in Korea: Second life story written in home country. This has four sub topics: 
“Came back as dead leaves”, “Replant seeds of hope”, “Exhausting country life”, and “Hand to heal the soul”.  
 
Topic Sub-Topics 
Japan: hidden identity Living as strangers 
My name is ‘Josenjing ’ 
Grandma's hometown songs 
 
Sakhalin: Places in the Heart  Sorrow of starving 
Life of Koreans abandoned in fields 
Salvation through education 
Lamb to miss home 
 
Korea: Second life story written in home 
country 
Came back as dead leaves 
Replant seeds of hope 
Exhausting country life 
Hand to heal the soul 
 
 
4.1.  Japan: hidden identity 
 
Mr. Shin was born in Japan in 1935. This is because his father immigrated to Japan for seasonal labour. The 
father left for Sakhalin to work as a seasonal labour and Shin had been living with his grandparents in Japan until he 
reached six years. He has always been a stranger being treated with discrimination and contempt and he has to have 
spent sorrowful time being called 'Josenjing' instead of his real name. During this time, his grandmother was always 
warm and her song of home country was an echo that was longing for his father who Shin even did not remember.  
 
 
4.2.  Sakhalin: Places in the Heart 
 
Mr. Shin migrated back to the Sakhalin along with his father as a seven-year-old boy in 1941 and led a life of 
starving and sorrow. He also went to school in Japan living without Windshield at a shack. Due to Japanese school's 
regulation which did not allow students to attend the school without Japanese nationality, parents' received Japanese 
nationality for their children's education. However, the school did not allow the students to use their name and 
Korean language as well. Besides, they exclude them from all school activities calling them "Shige Mitsui". By the 
time Japanese was beaten in the war with Russia, they has made only Japanese return to their country and left 
Korean people. From 1945 year, Koreans were free from Japanese colony. However, they could not return to Korea 
and left abandoned in the field. After Japan left, Russia gave Russian nationality to Korean and built Korean school. 
However, the school did not teach Korean; instead they taught Russian history, politics, society and culture to 
assimilationism. Mr. Shin graduated from Russian university of education and educated his people teaching Korean 
and passed on Korean spirit. The life of Shin was described as a lamb which is always longing for his home country. 
 
 
4.3.  Korea: Second life story written in home country 
 
Mr. Shin is now living in Nonhyun-Dong in Incheon since he moved back to Korea in 2007. His motivation of 
returning to Korea was the choice for his future generation. Although he is living under the poor living condition, he 
believes that fallen leaves will make new seed to bud and keep planting new seeds. He is serving in the place where 
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returnees cannot leave dying words to their children when they face their death. Also, he is taking a role of 
comforting dead spirit instead of their children who didn't able to see their last moment before they pass away. 
 
5.  Findings  
 
This has been caused by exclusive trend toward Korean residents and weak system, inconsistent policies, lack of 
flexibility which have block the formation of equal network with Korean residents. Responding to the globalization 
can start rather from improving their treat toward Korean residents. In the era of fast moving population with 
globalization, being able to build network based on blood relationship means more than mere economical meaning 
and this is expected to affect not only international relations but also social and cultural field.  
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